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been found to be a terra more lacking in precision than it
seemed in the presidential election of 1928 when the problem
of poverty was solved and when the good citizens should have
fa^n busily expanding their garages to take the second car
that was coming along with to-morrow's sunrise. Senator
Robert Tat: can" with a clear conscience, advocate the putting
of the fiscal policy of the narion in the hands of practical men,
since the las: two Republican Secretaries of the Treasury are
dead, ba: ths rasraory of 1929-33 is a ghost that^ still walks.
New Msllons and new Mills are ready in the wings but the
call has not yet come.
Nevertheless, the strident tone of American controversy,
though nor unparalleled in modern British history, is a
reminder of a national tradition, pragmatically justified, in
which dissent, especially continuous pessimistic crabbing, was
near to treason. So the High School of Muncie teaches
loyalty to Muncie as well as to the United States, and in less
straightforward communities something of the same spirit
prevails in more sophisticated forms.
Ill
IT was not surprising that the Americans, at the end of their
long march from ocean to ocean, should have too hastily
assumed that they "had America licked." But it was an
error, all the same; the continent remained not so much hostile
as capricious, the gorgeous West, pouring out wealth with,
lavish haud, often had more than a hand inside the glove. The
settlers ^in the South and in the Mississippi Valley had had to
deal with diseases that, to northern Europeans, were very hard
to manage. There was yellow fever, coming in from the West
Indies; there was pellagra; there was hookworm; there was
malaria. Some of these diseases were manageable as modern
medical technology developed; Gor gas andManson and Pasteur
and Ross made not only the Panama Canal a possibility, but
made an easier and safer life possible in the continental United
States. Pellagra is curable mainly by a rise in economic
standards and, so far as that has come about, pellagra has been